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Ji (54) Title: METHODS AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRANSCODER SELECTION AND TRANSCODING DATA WITHIN 
^ PACKET-SWITCHED COMMUNICATION NETWORKS SUPPORTING RADIO INTERFACES 

^ (57) Abstract: Methods and anrangements are provided that can be used in selecting a transcoding processor (39) and/or transcoding 
!^ data in a packet-switched transport netwoik poition (18) of a conununications system. The packet-switched transport (18) network 
^ (18) is configured to provide timely processing and communication of data between a time-critical node, such as, for example, a 

radio interfaced node, and an externally located switching and/or store-and-forward node that is required to f»x)vide transcoding of 
2 data. An initial alignment unit (42) is provided to receive information about the time-cridcal node and infonnation regarding the 

availability (104) of suitable transcoding processors (39) to perfonn the requisie transcoding tasks associated with the data being 
Q communicated. The initial alignment unit (42) assigns ( 106) a transcoding processor (39) to handle the transcoding task substandally 
^ in accordance with an optimal departure time determined (102) for the transcoded data. The transcoding processors are configured 
^ to provide internal scheduling status information to the initial aUgnmeni unit (42) and/or an associated controlling processon 
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